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Financing Rural America’

Highlight 1: Specialized Commodities During Income Plateaus

The United States has seen
specialized commodity trends in
the past, with mixed outcomes

Production costs and consumer
demand growth were key struggles
for certain prior specialized
commodities

Hemp production differs
significantly from these
commodities but may face some of
the same challenges
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Highlight 2: Off-Farm Income and the Urban Rural Divide
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Highlight 3: Weather

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - CONUS
2 Months

February 18, 2020
compared to
December 24, 2019
droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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* Weather in the Northern Plains is likely to

remain cold and snowy for the remainder of
winter

* Average precipitation is expected along the

West Coast

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

a ~ / Valid for February 20 - May 31, 2020
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Released February 20

Depicts large-scale trends based
on subjectively derived probabilties
quided by short- and long-range
A statistical and dynamical forecasts.
%) Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events
"Ongoing” drought areas are
based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4),

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none)

. Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Author:
Adam Hartman
NOAA/NWS/NCEF/Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

< Drought development likely
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http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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Highlight 4: Renewable Energy Growth in Rural America

e Renewable energy generation I —— 12.0%
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Highlight 5: U.S.-China Trade Potential

e China has reportedly committed

Average Annual Imports (2013-2017) ) o .
to buying $40 to $50 billion in

Soybeans
Forest Products annual agricultural goods for the
Hides & Skins tt lend
Coarse Grains (ex.Ccorn) = Imports from Other Countries next two calenaar years.
otton

Fish Products

Pork & Pork Products
Dairy Products

Food Preps. & Misc. Bev
Other Intermediate Goods
Fresh Fruit

Processed Vegetables
Wine & Beer

Vegetable Oils NESOI
Sugars & Sweeteners
Beef & Beef Products
Rubber & Allied Gums

®m |mports from U.S.

* No two single trading partners
have ever exceeded $31 billion in
annual agricultural
imports/exports.

» To make S40 billion a reality, China
will likely have to adopt a three-

Palm Oil pronged approach: more of
Rice . L. -
Rapeseed existing commodities, new types
- 10 20 30 of commodities, and technical
Billions trade rerouting.
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Other news

Innovation
continues to
push American
production

U.S. farm
Income picture
IS mixed

Current and
future trade
agreements

African swine
fever update
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Details on The Feed

Quarterly publication

Focus on sectors and stories
relevant to the season

Available on the Farmer Mac
website to download or
subscribe
(https://www.farmermac.com/thef
eed,

Subscribers automatically
receive it via email

Send comments and requests to
thefeed@farmermac.com

Financing Rural America’

Publication Schedule

Winter
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https://www.farmermac.com/news-events/the-feed/

Questions?

Financing Rural America’
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We’'re cracking away
at a fresh, new
eFarmerMac.com.

HATCHING: SPRING 2020
M Great Reimagined
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Thank You!
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